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IN THE CLAIMS 



Please amend the claims as shown below on pages 3 through 8, a marked up version of 
the prior set of the claims is shown on pages 9 through 21 : 
Change to : 



1 . (amended) A framework for analyzing a firm, comprising: 
J network models for connecting elements of value of said firm to aspects of financial 

performance of said firm, said network models being further comprised of: 
input nodes, hidden nodes and output nodes with each input node representing an 
element of value and each output node representing an aspect of financial 
performance; and 

relationships between said nodes, each said relationship being directional and being 
characterized by a degree of influence from one node to another; said degree of 
influence being dependent upon the impact of the element of value represented by said 
node and its interrelationship with other elements of value. 

2. (amended) The framework claimed in claim 1 where the aspects of financial 
performance are seized from the group consisting of revenue, expense, capital change, 
market value and combinations thereof. 



\ 



3. (amended) The framework of claim 1 wherein said network models further comprise: 
summaries of element value drivers applied to said input nodes, each said driver 
summarizing the impact of said elements on one or more aspects of financial 
performance, the other elements of value and combinations thereof 

i 

4. (amended) The framework of claim ^further comprising means for training best fit 
network, models that identify the relative impact of each element on the components of 
value where the weights from the best fit models are used to identify the relative 
contribution of each element of value to each component of value net of any impact on the 
other elements of value. 
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4. 

5. (amended) The framework of claim 1 further comprising means for training best fit 
network models that identify the relative impact of each element on market value where 
the weights from the best fit model are used to identify the relative contribution of each 
element of value to market value. 

6. (amended) The framework claimed in claim 1 where the relationships are quantified for 
a specified point in time within a sequential series of points in time. 

7. (amended) The framework of claim 4 where the components of value are revenue, 
expense and capital change. 

8. (amended) The framework of claim 4 where the relative contributions to the 
components of value are combined with the present value of said components of value to 
determine the current operation value of each element of value. 

9. (amended) The framework of claim 1 where the elements of value are selected from the 
group consisting of brands, customers, employees, equipment, partnerships, production 
equipment, vendors and combinations thereof. 

10. (amended) The framework of claim 1 where the network models are neural nets that 
are trained using genetic algorithms. 

1 1 . (amended) The framework of claim 1 where enterprise growth options and market 
sentiment are optionally valued. 

12. (amended) The framework of claim 1 that further comprises the ability to display the 
value of the components of value, elements of value, growth options, market sentiment, 
market value and combinations thereof. 

13. (amended) A firm analysis method, comprising: 

aggregating firm related data from a variety of sources in accordance with a 
common data dictionary 
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using at least a portion of the data to generate network models which connect the 
present elements of value of said firm to aspects of financial performance of said 
firm, said network models being further comprised of: 

input nodes, hidden nodes and output nodes where each input node representing 
an element of value, each output node representing an aspect of financial 
performance and 

relationships where each relationship is a function of the impact of each element 
on other elements of value or an aspect of financial performance; 
modifying said network models using one or more future scenarios, each scenario 
serving to modify the elements of value with consequent effects on the relationships 
and aspects of financial performance, and 

evaluating the scenarios in light of their impact on aspects of financial performance 
to determine which scenarios should be pursued. 

14. (amended) The method of claim 13 where the aspects of financial performance are 
selected from the group consisting of revenue, expense, capital change, market value and 
combinations thereof. 

15. (amended) The method of claim 13 wherein said network models further comprise: 
summaries of element value drivers applied to said input nodes, each said driver 
summarizing the impact of said elements on one or more aspects of financial 
performance, the other elements of value and combinations thereof. 

16. (amended) The method of claim 13 where the weights from the best fit models are 
used to identify the net impact of each element of value on revenue, expense and capital 
change. 

17. (amended) The method of claim 13 further comprising means for training best fit 
network models that identify the relative impact of each element on the components of 
value where the weights from the best fit models are used to identify the relative 
contribution of each element of value to each component of value net of any impact on the 
other elements of value. 
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18. (amended) The method of claim 13 further comprising means for training best fit 
network models that identify the relative impact of each element on market value where 
the weights from the best fit model are used to identify the relative contribution of each 
element of value to market value. 

19. (amended) The method of claim 13 where the relationships are quantified for a 
specified point in time within a sequential series of points in time. 

20. (amended) The method of claim 17 where the components of value are revenue, 
expense and capital change. 

21. (amended) The system of claim 17 where the relative contributions to the components 
of value are combined with the present value of said components of value to determine 
the current operation value of each element of value. 

22. (amended) The method of claim 13 where the elements of value are selected from the 
group consisting of brands, customers, employees, equipment, partnerships, production 
equipment, vendors and combinations thereof. 

23. (amended) The method of claim 13 where the network models are neural nets. 

24. (amended) The method of claim 13 where the firm is a product, a group of products, a 
division or a company. 

25. (amended) The method of claim 13 where enterprise growth options, market 
sentiment and the impact of different scenarios are optionally valued and displayed using 
a paper document or electronic display. 

26. (amended) The method of claim 13 where the firm data includes data captured from 
the group consisting of a basic financial system, a human resource system, an advanced 
financial system, a sales system, an operations system, accounts receivable system, 
accounts payable system, capital asset system, inventory system, invoicing system, 
payroll system,, purchasing system, the Internet and combinations thereof. 
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27. (amended) A computer readable medium having sequences of instructions stored 
therein, which when executed cause the processor in a computer to perform a firm 
analysis method, comprising: 

integrating business related data for a firm using a common dictionary, 
using at least a portion of the data to generate network models which connect the 
present elements of value of said firm to aspects of financial performance of said firm, 
said network models being further comprised of: 

input nodes, hidden nodes and output nodes where each input node representing 
an element of value, each output node representing an aspect of financial 
performance and 

relationships where each relationship is a function of the impact of each element on 
other elements of value or an aspect of financial performance. 

28. (amended) The computer readable medium of claim 27 where the aspects of financial 
performance are selected from the group consisting of revenue, expense, capital change, 
market value and combinations thereof. 

29. (amended) The computer readable medium of claim 27 wherein said network models 
further comprise: 

summaries of element value drivers applied to said input nodes, each said driver 
summarizing the impact of said elements on one or more aspects of financial 
performance, the other elements of value and combinations thereof. 

30. (amended) The computer readable medium of claim 27 where the weights from the 
best fit models are used to identify the net impact of each element of value on revenue, 
expense and capital change. 

31. (amended) The computer readable medium of claim 27 further comprising means for 
training best fit network models that identify the relative impact of each element on the 
components of value where the weights from the best fit models are used to identify the 
relative contribution of each element of value to each component of value net of any 
impact on the other elements of value. 
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32. (amended) The computer readable medium of claim 27 further comprising means for 
training best fit network models that identify the relative impact of each element on market 
value where the weights from the best fit model are used to identify the relative 
contribution of each element of value to market value. 

33. (amended) The computer readable medium of claim 27 where the relationships are 
quantified for a specified point in time within a sequential series of points in time. 

34. (amended) The computer readable medium of claim 31 where the components of 
value are revenue, expense and capital change. 

35. (amended) The computer readable medium of claim 31 where the relative 
contributions to the components of value are combined with the present value of said 
components of value to determine the current operation value of each element of value. 

36. (amended) The computer readable medium of claim 27 where the elements of value 
are selected from the group consisting of brands, customers, employees, equipment, 
partnerships, production equipment, vendors and combinations thereof. 

37. (amended) The computer readable medium of claim 27 where the network models are 
neural nets. 

38. (amended) The computer readable medium of claim 27 where the firm is a product, a 
group of products, a division or a company. 

39. (amended) The computer readable medium of claim 27 where enterprise growth 
options, market sentiment and the impact of different scenarios are optionally valued and 
displayed using a paper document or electronic display. 

40. (amended) The computer readable medium of claim 27 where the firm data includes 
data captured from the group consisting of a basic financial system, a human resource 
system, an advanced financial system, a sales system, an operations system, accounts 
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receivable system, accounts payable system, capital asset system, inventory system, 
invoicing system, payroll system,, purchasing system, the Internet and combinations 
thereof. 
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Marked up original: 

1 . (amended) —A computer i mp l omontod mothod framework for valuing tho elemonto of 
va l u o of analyzing a business o nt o rprioo firm, comprising: 

organ i z i ng h i ctorica l and forecast busin e ss data by component of va l uo and el ement of 

value wh o r o at l o ast on o ele m e nt of va l u e is i ntang i b le , and 

us i ng said data to def i ne a predictive model that i dentifies tho va l u e of oach el e ment of 
valu e . 

network models for connecting elements of value of said firm to aspects of financial 
performance of sa id firm, said network models being further comprised of: 
input nodes, hidden nodes and output nodes with each input node representing an 
element of value and eac h output node representing an aspect of financial 
performance: and 

relationships betwe en said nodes, each said relationship being directional and being 
characterized bv a degree of influence from one node to another: said degree of 
influence being dep endent upon the impact of the element of value represented bv said 
node and its interr elationship with other elements of value. 

2 (amended) The computer imp le m e nted method of cla i m 1 wh e r ei n th e rev e nu e , 

expense and capital component of va l uo foreca s ts ar e opt i onal l y summarized i nto a cash 
f l ow for e ca s t, (amended) The frame w ork claimed in claim 1 where the aspects of financial 
perfo rmance are selected from the group consisting of revenue, expense, capital change- 
market value and combinations thereof. 

3. (amended) —The comput e r imp l ement e d m o thod framework of claim 1 wherein the 
pred i ctive modo l i s a neura l not. said network models further comprise: 

summaries of ele ment value drivers applied to said input nodes, each said driver 
summarizing the impact of said elements on one or more aspects of financial 
performance, the o ther elements of value and combinations thereof. 

4 - (am e nd e d) — The comput e r i mpl e m e nt e d m e thod of claim 1 wher e in tho valu o of th o 
elements of va l uo are d i sp l ayed us i ng a paper document or an e le ctronic 
displaYr(amended) The framework of claim 1 further comprising means for training best fit 
network models that id entify the relative impact of each element on the components of 
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value whe re the weights from the best fit models are used to identify the relative 
contribution of each el ement of value to each component of value net of any impact on the 
other elements of value. 

5 - (amondod) — The computor i mpl o montod method of c l a i m 1 wh o r oi n th e for o cact for 
eaGh — component — ef — value — is — d e rivod — frem — a — mu l t i va l ent — combination — ef 
forecaoto. (amended) The framework of claim 1 further comprising means for training best 
fit network models that identify the relative impact of each element on market value where 
the weights from the b est fit model are used to identify the relative contribution of each 
element of value to market value. 



6 - (amondod) — The computor i mplomontod method of cla i m 1 whor o in the forocaotc for 
each compon o nt of va l ue are ool cct o d from th e group consi s t i ng of pr i or 3 poriod av o rag o , 
pr i or 6 p o r i od average, prior 12 p e r i od average, prior 15 per i od av e rage, prior 18 period 
avorago, pr i or 26 poriod average, pr i or poriod actua l , prior por i od actua l mu l t i pl i ed by 
(prior p o r i od actual/2 per i ods pr i or actua l ), prior poriod actua l mu l tip l ied by (1 + 3 p o riod 
avorago poriod to poriod trend), pr i or poriod actual multiplied by (1 +6 p e r i od avorago 
per i od to per i od tr e nd), prior poriod actual mult i p lie d by (1 + 12 p o r i od avorago por i od to 
period trend), pr i or por i od ono quarter ago, prior por i od six months ago, prior poriod ono 
year ago (seasonal), pr i or poriod two years ago, av o rag o of (pr i or p o riod ono y e ar ago * 
pr i or por i od ono por i od boforo th e period on e y e ar ago + prior por i od ono por i od aftor ono 
year ago), avorag o quarter during l ast y o ar converted to month l y or week l y forecast ao 
appropr i ato, avorago quarter during last year mu l tip li od by (1 + most recent quart e r to 
quarter growth rato ) — convortod to month l y or w e ek l y for e cast ao appropr i ato, avorago 
quarter during last yoar multip li od by (1 + avorago quarterly growth last year) conv e rted 
to month l y or w ee k l y forocact ao appropr i at e , av o rag o period last year, av e rage p o r i od 
l ast yoar mu l t i pliod by (1 + avorago por i od growth l ast yoar), simp l e wo i ghtod avorago, 
h e avy w ei ghting to most r e oont 3 p e riods, s impl e we i ght e d av e rag e , h e avy w ei ghting to 
most rocont 12 per i ods, simp l e weighted avorago, h o avy weight i ng to por i odc ono yoar 

ago, damp e d trend expon e ntia l smoothing reduc e d t i me p o r i od, damp e d tr e nd 

exponent i a l cmoothing, s i ngle exponent i al smooth i ng r e duced t i me por i od, oinglo 

expon e ntia l smoothing, doub l e exponent i al smooth i ng — reduc e d t i me p o r i od, doub l e 

expon e ntia l smooth i ng, W i nter's exponent i al smooth i ng r e ducod time poriod and 
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W i ntor'c oxponont i a l smooth i ng. (amended) The framework claimed in claim 1 where the 
relationships are quanti fied for a specified point in time within a sequential series of points 
in time. 



7. (amended) -The comput o r i mpl e m o nt o d mothod f ramework of claim 1 wherein 4 where 
the intang i ble o l omont components of value is coloctod from tho group conciot i ng of 
re l ationchipc, omp l oyooo, customorc, brands, ohanno l partn o rc are revenue, expense and 
v e ndoro capital change . 

8 - (amondod) — The computor i mp l omontod method of claim 1 whoroin bucinocc data ic 
obtain e d from a group of o y o toms conoisting of advanc e d f i nancia l s yct o m c , ba si c 
f i nancial cyctomc, oporation managemont cyctemc, sa l oc manag o ment syctomo, human 
r e sourc o oystoms, accounts rocoivablo syst e ms, accounts payabl e systems, capital ascot 
systomc, i nventory systomo, invoic i ng systems, payroll systems and purchasing 
systefflSrfcmended) Th e framework of claim 4 where the relative contributions to the 
components of value a re combined with the present value of said components of value to 
determine the current operation value of each element of value. 

9 - (amondod) — The computor i mp l omontod method of cla i m 1 whoroin dotorm i n i ng tho 
valuo of e ach o l om o nt of valu o further comprisos e va l uat i ng all o l oments of valu e at tho 
same timo with i n a s e quent i al ser i es of po i nts i n timo. (amended) The framework of claim 
1 where the element s of value are selected from the group consisting of brands. 
customers, employees, equipment, partnerships, production equipment, vendors and 
combinations thereof. 



10 - (amended) — Th e computor i mp l omontod method of claim 1 whor oi n determ i n i ng tho 
va l uo of oach olomont of valuo further comprisos: (amended) The framework of claim 1 
where the network mod els are neural nets that are trained using genetic algorithms- 
der i v i ng ono or more elomont of valuo we i ghting factors from tho informat i on for oach 
of two or moro o l om e nts of valuo; 

c al cu l ating tho present valuo of tho compon e ntc of va l uo; and 

weighting th o i nformat i on concerning tho two or more elemontc of va l u o according to 
the el ement of valuo weighting factors, w i th the va l u o e qual i ng tho sum of th o product 
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of tho o l oment of va l uo factorc and tho prooont va l uo of oach of tho componento of 



11 - (amended) — Th e computor implomontod mothod of cla i m 1 0 whoroin tho elomont of 
value w ei ghting factorc aro c o loctod from tho group cons i st i ng of transact i on data, 
transaction rat i os and transact i on trondo. (amended) The framework of claim 1 where 
enterprise growth options and market sentiment are optionally valued. 

12. (am e nd e d) — The computer i mplomonted mothod of cla i m 10 whoroin th o ol o mont of 
va l uo we i ghting factors aro summarized into compooito var i abloc that character i ze tho 
perform a nce of tho elements of valu o . (amended) The framework of claim 1 that further 
comprises the ability to display the value of the components of value, elements of value. 
growth options, market sentiment, market value and combinations thereof. 

13 - (amended) — The computor i mplomonted mothod of claim 10 whoroin ca l cu l ating tho 
compos i t o variablo comprisoc comb i ning o lo mont of va l u o weight i ng factors s o l o ct o d from 
the group consisting of transaction data, transaction ratios and transaction 
tfendS rfamended) A firm analysis method, comprising: 

aggregating firm related d ata from a variety of sources in accordance with a 
common data dictionary 

using at least a portion of the data to generate network models which connect the 
present elements of value of sa id firm to aspects of financial performance of said 
firm, said network models being further comprised of: 

input nodes, hidden nod es and output nodes where each input node representing 

> 

an element of value, eac h output node representing an aspect of financial 
performance and 

relationships w here each relationship is a function of the impact of each element 
on other elem ents of value or an aspect of financial performance: 
modifying said network model s using one or more future scenarios, each scenario 
serving to modify the elements of value with conseouent effects on the relationships 
and aspects of financial performance, and 

evaluating the scenarios in lig ht of their impact on aspects of financial performance 
to determine whic h scenarios should be pursued 



va l u e . 
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14 - (amendod) — Th e oomput e r imp l om e nt e d mothod of c l a i m 10 whero i n d e t e rmin i ng tho 
va l u e of oach ele m o nt of va l uo we i ghting factor furth e r compr i ses e va l uating a ll e l e m e nts 
of va l uo at tho camo t i mo with i n a s e quent i a l sorioc of pointo i n t i mo. (amended) The 
method of claim 13 wh ere the aspects of financial performance are selected from the 
group consisting of reve nue, expense, capital change, market value and combinations 
thereof. 



15 - (am e nded) — A comput o r r e adab lo m e d i um hav i ng se quences of in s truct i ons stor e d 
thoroin, wh i ch whon oxocutod causo a processor to perform a mothod for va l u i ng ono or 
mor o o l omontc of va l ue of a bus i ness ent e rpr i s e , compris i ng: (amended) The method of 
claim 13 wherein said network models further comprise: 

organizing h i storica l and for o cast busin e ss data by component of va l u e and e le m e nt of 

va l ue whoro at l oast ono olom e nt of valu e is i ntangible, and 

us i ng sa i d data to def i no a prodict i vo model that i dontif i os tho va l uo of oach elomont of 
va l u e . 

summaries of elem ent value drivers applied to said input nodes, each said driver 
summarizing the impact of said elements on one or more aspects of financial 
performance, the o ther elements of value and combinations thereof. 

16 * (am e nded) Th e computer readabl e medium of cla i m 15 where i n the rovonuo, 

expens e and capita l component of valu o forecasts ar o optional l y s ummar i z e d i nto a each 
flow forocast. (amended) The method of claim 13 where the weights from the best fit 
mod els are used to identify the net impact of each element of value on revenue, expense 
and capital change. 

17 - (amondod) Tho computer roadablo medium of c l a i m 15 whoro i n tho prodict i vo modo l 
i s a n o ura l n o t. (amended) The method of claim 13 further comprising means for training 
best fit network models that identify the relative impact of each element on the 
components of value w here the weights from the best fit models are used to identify the 
relative contribution of each element of value to each component of value net of anv 
impact on the other elements of value. 
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18. (am e nd e d) — Th e comput e r r e adab le m e d i um of c l aim 15 wh e r e in th e va l u e of th e 
el e m e nts — ef — va l u e — afe — d is p l ay e d — u si ng — a — pap e r — docum e nt — et — an — e le ctronic 
sfeBtav rfamended) The method of claim 13 further comprising means for training best fit 
network models that identify the relative impact of each element on market value where 
the weights from the best fit model are used to identify the relative contribution of each 
element of value to market value. 

19. (am e nded) Th e comput e r r e adabl e m e d i um of c l a i m 15 wher ei n th e for e cast for e ach 
compon e nt of valu e i s d e riv e d from a mu l t i va le nt comb i nat i on of for e casts. (amended) The 
method of claim 13 where the relationships are Quantified for a specified point in time 
within a seguential series of points in time. 

20. (amended) -The comput e r r e adabl e m e d i um rnethod of claim 15 wh e r ei n 17 where the 

for e casts for e ach compon e nt components of value are se le ct e d from th e group cons i st i ng 

of prior 3 p e riod av e rag e , pr i or 6 p e r i od average, pr i or 12 p e r i od av e rag e , pr i or 15 p e r i od 

av e rage, pr i or 18 p e r i od av e rag e , pr i or 26 p e r i od averag e , pr i or per i od a ctua l , pr i or per i od 

actua l mult i pl ie d by (prior p e r i od actual/2 periods prior actua l ), prior per i od actua l 

mu l t i p l i e d by (1 + 3 p e r i od av e rag e p e r i od to p e r i od tr e nd), pr i or p e r i od actua l mu l tip l i e d by 

(1+6 per i od av e rag e p e r i od to period trend), pr i or p e riod actual mu l t i p li ed by (1 +12 

p e riod a v e rag e p e r i od to p e r i od tr e nd), pr i or p e r i od one quart e r ago, pr i or per i od s i x 

months ago, prior p e riod on e y e ar ago (seasona l ), pr i or p e r i od two y e ars ago, av e rag e of 

(pr i or p e r i od on e y e ar ago + pr i or p e r i od on e p e riod b e for e the p e r i od on e y e ar ago + pr i or 

p e r i od on e p e r i od after on e y e ar ago), av e rag e quart e r dur i ng l ast y e ar ■ conv e rted to 

month l y or w ee k l y for e cast as appropr i at e , av e rag e quart e r dur i ng l ast y e ar mu l t i pli e d by 

(1 + most r e cent quart e r to quart e r growth rat e ) — conv e rt e d to monthly or w ee kly for e cast 

a s a ppropr i at e , av e rag e quart e r dur i ng l ast y ea r mu l t i p lie d by (1 + av e rag e quart e r l y 

growth last y e ar) — conv e rt e d to month l y or w ee k l y for e cast as appropriat e , averag e p e r i od 

l ast y e ar, av e r a g e p e r i od l ast y e ar mu l t i p lie d by (1 + av e rage p e r i od growth l ast y e ar), 

s i mp le we i ght e d av e rag e , h e avy w ei ght i ng to most r e c e nt 3 p e riods, simp l e w e ight e d 

av e rag e , h e avy w ei ght i ng to most r e c e nt 12 p e r i ods, s i mp le w ei ght e d av e rag e , h e avy 

w ei ght i ng to p e riods on e y e ar ago, damp e d tr e nd e xponential smooth i ng - reduc e d t i m e 

p e riod, damp e d trend e xpon e nt i a l smoothing, s i ng le expon e nt i a l smoothing — reduc e d t i m e 

p e r i od, s i ng le e xpon e nt i a l s mooth i ng, doubl e e xpon e nt i a l smooth i ng r e duc e d t i m e 
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p e r i od, doub le e xpon e nt i a l smooth i ng, W i nt e r's e xpon e nt i a l smooth i ng — r e duc e d t i m e 
perie drevenue, expense and W i nt e r's e xpon e nt i a l s mooth i nq capital change . 

21. (am e nd e d) Th e comput e r r e adab le m e d i um of cla i m 15 wh e r ei n th e intang i b le 

ele m e nt of va l u e i s s el ect e d from th e group cons i st i ng of r el at i onsh i ps, e mp l oy ee s, 
cu s tom e rs, brands, chann el partn e rs and v e ndors. (amended) The system of claim 17 
where the relative contributions to the components of value are combined with the present 
value of said components of value to determine the current operation value of each 
element of value. 

22. (am e nd e d) — Th e comput e r r ea dab le m e d i um of c l a i m 1 5 wh e r ei n bus i n e ss data is 
obta i n e d from a group of syst e ms cons i st i ng of advanc e d financ i a l syst e ms, bas i c 
f i nanc i a l syst e ms, op e rat i on manag e m e nt systems, sa l es manag e m e nt syst e ms, human 
r e sourc e syst e ms, accounts r e ce i vab le syst e ms, accounts payab le syst e ms, cap i ta l ass e t 
syst e ms, — i nv e ntory syst e ms, — i nvo i c i ng — syst e m s , — payro ll — syst e ms — aed — purchas i ng 
sv s t e m s . (amended) The method of claim 13 where the elements of value are selected 
from the group consisting of brands, customers, employees, equipment, partnerships, 
production eguipment, vendors and combinations thereof. 

23. (amended) The comput e r r e adab l e m e d i um method of claim 15 wh e r ei n 

d e t e rm i n i ng 13 where the va l u e of e ach ele m e nt of va l u e furth e r compris e s e va l uat i ng a ll 
ele m e nts of va l u e at th e sam e t i m e w i th i n a s e qu e ntia l s e r ie s of po i nts i n t i m e network 
models are neural nets . 

24. (am e nd e d) — Th e computer r e adab le medium of c l a i m 15 wh e r ei n d e term i n i ng the 
va l u e of ea ch ele m e nt of va l u e furth e r compr i s e s: (amended) The method of claim 13 
where the firm is a product, a group of products, a division or a company- 
d e riving on e or mor e ele m e nt of va l u e w ei ght i ng f a ctors from th e i nformat i on for e ach 
of two or mor e ele m e nts of va l u e ; 

ca l cu l at i ng th e pr e s e nt va l u e of th e compon e nts of va l u e ; and 

w ei ght i ng th e i nformat i on conc e rn i ng th e two or mor e ele m e nts of va l u e accord i ng to 
th e ele m e nt of va l u e w ei ght i ng factors, w i th th e va l u e e qua li ng th e s um of th e product 
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of th e ele m e nt of va l u e f a ctors and th e pr e s e nt va l u e of e ach of th e compon e nts of 
va l u e . 

25. (am e nd e d) Th e comput e r r e adab le m e d i um of c l a i m 25 wh e re i n th e el em e nt of va l u e 
w ei ght i ng factors ar e sel ect e d from th e group cons i st i ng of tran s action data, transact i on 
rat i os and transact i on tr e nds. (amended) The method of claim 13 where enterprise growth 
options, market sentiment and the impact of different scenarios are optionally valued and 
displayed using a paper document or electronic display. 

26. (am e nd e d) — Th e comput e r r e adabl e m e d i um of c l a i m 25 wh e r ei n d e t e rm i n i ng th e 
va l u e of e ach ele m e nt of va l u e w ei ght i ng factor furth e r compr i s e s e valuat i ng a ll ele m e nts 
of va l u e at th e sam e t i m e w i th i n a se qu e nt i a l s e r ie s of points in t i m e . (amended) The 
method of claim 13 where the firm data includes data captured from the group consisting 
of a basic financial system, a human resource system, an advanced financial system, a 
sales system, an operations system, accounts receivable system, accounts payable 
system, capital asset system, inventory system, invoicing system, payroll system,, 
purchasing system, the Internet and combinations thereof. 

27. (amended) —A sy s t e m for va l u i ng th e ele m e nts of va l ue of a bus i ness e nt e rpr i s e , 
compr i sing: 

n e twork e d comput e rs e ach w i th proc e ssor computer readable medium having circu i try to 
e xecut e i n s truct i ons; a storag e d e vic e coupled to th e proc e ssor w i th sequences of 
instructions stored therein, which when executed cause the proc e ssors to: processor in a 
computer to perform a firm analysis method, comprising: 

organ i z e h i stor i cal and for e cast bus i n e ss data by compon e nt of va l u e and 
ele m e nt of va l u e wh e r e a t lea st on e ele m e nt of va l u e i s i ntang i b le , and 
us e sa i d data to d e f i n e a pr e d i ct i v e mod el that i d e nt i f ie s th e va l u e of e ach 
e l e m e nt of va l u e . 

integrating business related data for a firm using a common dictionary, 
using at least a portion of the data to generate network models which connect the 
present elements of value of said firm to aspects of financial performance of said firm, 
said network models being further comprised of: 
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input nodes, hidden nodes and output nodes where each input node representing 
an element of value, each output node representing an aspect of financial 
performance and 

relationships where each relationship is a function of the impact of each element on 
other elements of value or an aspect of financial performance. 

28. (amended) — The svstem computer readable medium of claim 27 wherem the 
comput e rs aspects of financial performance are p e rsona l comput e rs selected from the 
group consisting of revenue, expense, capital change, market value and combinations 
thereof . 

29. (am e nd e d) Th e syst e m of c l a i m 27 wh e re i n th e comput e r system is a thr ee t ie r cl ie nt 
s e rv e r syst e m. (amended) The computer readable medium of claim 27 wherein said 
network models further comprise: 

summaries of element value drivers applied to said input nodes, each said driver 
summarizing the impact of said elements on one or more aspects of financial 
performance, the other elements of value and combinations thereof. 

30. (am e nd e d) Th e syst e m of cla i m 27 wh e re i n the r e venue, e xpense and capita l 

compon e nt — of — va l u e — for e casts — afe — opt i ona ll y — s ummar i z e d — iftfe — a — cash f l ow 
for e cast. (amended) The computer readable medium of claim 27 where the weights from 
the best fit models are used to identify the net impact of each element of value on 
revenue, expense and capital change. 

31. (amended) — The svstem computer readable medium of claim 27 wh e r ei n further 
comprising means for training best fit network models that identify the pr e d i ct i v e mod el i s 
a n e ura l relative impact of each element on the components of value where the weights 
from the best fit models are used to identify the relative contribution of each element of 
value to each component of value net of any impact on the other elements of value . 

32. (am e nd e d) — Th e syst e m of c l a i m 27 wh e r ei n th e va l u e of th e ele ments of va l u e ar e 

d i sp l ay e d us i ng a p a p e r docum e nt or an ele ctron i c d i splay. (amended) The computer 

readable medium of claim 27 further comprising means for training best fit network models 
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that identify the relative impact of each element on market value where the weights from 
the best fit model are used to identify the relative contribution of each element of value to 
market value. 

33. (am e nd e d) Th e syst e m of c l a i m 27 wh e r e in th e for e cast for e ach compon e nt of v a lu e 
i s d e r i v e d from a mu l t i va le nt comb i nat i on of for e casts. (amended) The computer readable 
medium of claim 27 where the relationships are quantified for a specified point in time 
within a sequential series of points in time. 

34. (amended) -The svstem computer readable medium of claim 27 wher ei n 31 where the 
for e casts for e ach compon e nt components of value are s ele ct e d from th e group cons i st i ng 
of pr i or 3 p e r i od av e rag e , pr i or 6 p e r i od av e rag e , prior 12 p e r i od av e rag e , pr i or 15 p e r i od 
a v e rag e , pr i or 18 p e r i od av e rag e , pr i or 26 p e r i od av e rag e , pr i or p e r i od actua l , pr i or p e r i od 
actua l mu l tip l i e d by (prior p e r i od actua l /2 p e r i ods prior actua l ), pr i or p e r i od actua l 
mu l t i p lie d by (1 + 3 p e riod av e rag e p e r i od to p e r i od tr e nd), pr i or p e r i od actua l mu l t i p lie d by 
(1+6 p e r i od av e rag e p e r i od to p e r i od tr e nd), pr i or p e r i od actua l mu l t i p lie d by (1 +12 
p e r i od av e rag e p e riod to p e riod tr e nd), pr i or p e r i od on e quart e r ago, prior p e riod s i x 
months ago, pr i or p e r i od on e y e ar ago (s e asona l ), pr i or p e r i od two y ea rs ago, av e rag e of 
(pr i or p e r i od on e y e ar ago + pr i or p e riod on e p e r i od b e for e th e p e r i od on e y e ar ago + pr i or 
p e r i od on e p e r i od aft e r on e y e ar ago), av e rag e quart e r dur i ng l ast y e ar — conv e rt e d to 
month l y or w ee k l y for e cast as appropr i ate, av e rag e quart e r dur i ng l ast y e ar mu l t i p lie d by 
(1 + most r e c e nt quart e r to quart e r growth rat e ) — conv e rt e d to month l y or w ee k l y for e ca s t 
as appropr i at e , av e rag e quart e r dur i ng l ast y e ar mu l t i p lie d by (1 + av e rage quart e r l y 
growth last y e ar) ■ conv e rt e d to month l y or w ee k l y for e cast as appropr i at e , av e rag e p e r i od 
l ast y e ar, av e rag e p e r i od last y e ar mult i pl ie d by (1 + av e rag e p e r i od growth l ast y e ar), 
s i mp le w ei ght e d av e r a g e , h e avy w ei ghting to most r e c e nt 3 p e r i ods, s i mp le w ei ght e d 
av e rag e , h e avy w ei ghting to most r e c e nt 12 p e r i ods, s i mp le w ei ght e d av e rag e , h e avy 
w ei ght i ng to p e r i ods on e y e ar ago, damped tr e nd e xpon e nt i a l smooth i ng — reduc e d t i m e 
p e r i od, damp e d tr e nd e xpon e nt i a l smooth i ng, s i ng le e xpon e nt i al smooth i ng roducod t i m e 

p e r i od, s i ng le e xpon e nt i a l smooth i ng, doub le e xpon e nt i a l smooth i ng roduc o d t i m e 

p e r i od, doub le e xpon e nt i al smooth i ng, W i nt e r's e xpon e nt i al smooth i ng — roducod t i m e 
eeried revenue, expense and W i nt e r's expon e nt i a l smooth i nq c apital change . 
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35. (am e nd e d) — Th e syst e m of c l a i m 27 wh e r ei n th e i ntangib le ol oment of va l u e i s 
s e l e ct e d from th e group cons is t i ng of r el at i onsh i ps, e mploye e s, custom e rs, brands, 
chann el p a rtn e rs a nd v e ndors. (amended) The computer readable medium of claim 31 
where the relative contributions to the components of value are combined with the present 
value of said components of value to determine the current operation value of each 
element of value. 

36. (am e nd e d) — Th e syst e m of cla i m 27 wh e r ei n bu si n e ss data i s obtain e d from a group 
of s yst e m s cons i st i ng of advanc e d f i nanc i a l syst e m s , basic f i nanc i al syst e ms, op e rat i on 
manag e m e nt syst e m s , sa les manag e m e nt sy s t e m s , human r e sourc e s yst e ms, accounts 
r e c ei vab le sy s t e ms, account s p a y a b le syst e ms, cap i t al ass e t sy s t e m s , i nv e ntory sy6t e m 6 , 
i nvo i c i ng systems, payro l l syst e ms and purchasing syst e ms. (amended) The computer 
readable medium of claim 27 where the elements of value are selected from the group 
consisting of brands, customers, employees, eguipment, partnerships, production 
eguipment, vendors and combinations thereof. 

37. (am e nd e d) Th e syst e m of c l a i m 27 wh e r ei n d e t e rm i n i ng th e va l u e of e ach ele m e nt of 
valu e furth e r compr i s e s e va l uat i ng all ele m e nts of va l u e at th e sam e tim e w i th i n a 
se gu e nt i a l s e r ie s of po i nts in t i m e . (amended) The computer readable medium of claim 27 
where the network models are neural nets. 

38. (am e nd e d) Th e syst e m of c l a i m 27 wh e r ei n d e t e rm i n i ng th e va l u e of e ach ele m e nt of 
valu e furth e r compr i s e s: (amended) The computer readable medium of claim 27 where 
the firm is a product, a group of products, a division or a company. 

d e riv i ng on e or mor e e l e m e nt of va l u e w ei ght i ng factors from th e i nformation for e ach 
of two or mor e ele m e nts of va l u e ; 

ca l cu l at i ng th e pr e s e nt va l u e of th e compon e nts of va l u e ; and 

w ei ghting th e i nformat i on conc e rn i ng th e two or mor e e l e m e nts of va l u e accord i ng to 
th e ele m e nt of va l u e w ei ght i ng factors, w i th th e va l u e e qual i ng th e sum of th e product 
of th e ele m e nt of va l u e factors and th e pr e s e nt va l u e of e ach of th e compon e nts of 
va l u e . 
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39. (am e nd e d) — Th e syst e m of c l a i m 38 wh e r ei n th e ele m e nt of va l u e w ei ght i ng factors 
ar e s ele ct e d from th e group cons i st i ng of transact i on data, transact i on rat i os and 
transact i on tr e nds. (amended) The computer readable medium of claim 27 where 
enterprise growth options, market sentiment and the impact of different scenarios are 
optionally valued and displayed using a paper document or electronic display. 

40. (am e nded) — Th e syst e m of c l a i m 38 wh e r ei n th e ele m e nt of va l u e w ei ght i ng factors 
ar e summar i z e d i nto compos i t e var i abl e s that charact e riz e th e p e rformanc e of th e 
ele m e nts of va l u e . (amended) The computer readable medium of claim 27 where the firm 
data includes data captured from the group consisting of a basic financial system, a 
human resource system, an advanced financial system, a sales system, an operations 
system, accounts receivable system, accounts payable system, capital asset system, 
inventory system, invoicing system, payroll system,, purchasing system, the Internet and 
combinations thereof. 

41. (amend e d) — Th e syst e m of c l a i m 38 wh e r ei n ca l cu l at i ng th e compos i t e v a r i ab le 
compr i s e s comb i ning e l ement of valu e w ei ght i ng factor s s ele ct e d from th e group 
cons i st i ng of transact i on data, transaction rat i os and tr a ns a ct i on trends. 

42. (am e nd e d) Th e syst e m of c l a i m 38 wh e r ei n d e t e rm i ning th e va l u e of e ach ele m e nt of 
valu e w ei ghting factor furth e r compr i s e s e va l uat i ng al l ele m e nts of valu e at th e same t i m e 
w i th i n a s e qu e nt i a l s e r ie s of po i nts i n tim e . 
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